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Most of the time epiphanies come from hard work. I know, it doesn’t seem like that in stories, or in 

the movies, but it is true. An epiphany is a sudden realization about something big – life, love, the 

universe. It is something significant and often life-changing. An epiphany is when things fall into 

place and something starts to make sense, that never made sense before. To say, “things fall into 

place” doesn’t really sound like it is hard work, does it? It makes it seem effortless, like it happens to 

us without even trying. 

That was not true for the Magi, those astrologers from the East, who came to meet the newly born 

King of the Jews. Now, the astronomical event was not the hard part. The brilliant star, or position of 

the stars and planets – all that was done without their action, but the effort to interpret what it might 

mean was significant. It involved math. It involved matching up astrological signs and symbols with 

the zodiac and other stuff like that. It meant determining just how big an event this sign in the sky 

might be announcing. When all the studying was done, they came up with the interpretation that a 

king had been born to the people of Israel; and that it wasn’t an ordinary king. After all, Judah was 

a pretty puny nation that was currently being administered under the rule of the Romans. So, how 

important could a child king like that be? And, yet, the signs in the sky made it seem so important, 

that it was worth taking a long and dangerous journey to pay their respects. All that study and math 

was necessary to reach the moment of, “Oh Wow! This is big!” 

Any moments of epiphany that I have experienced have come through wrestling with issues that 

catch my eye and seem to be important, even if I don’t know exactly why. The church season after 

January 6 (Epiphany Day, traditionally the day when the Magi saw Jesus) and before Lent is called 

the season of Epiphany. The Bible texts in worship and devotions show us who Jesus is. Jesus is the 

Epiphany of God, he shows us what God is like; who God is. When we pay attention to these texts, 

we just might have a sudden realization about something big – the God who loves us and 

empowers us to live the best life we can. Have a great Epiphany season. 

ALL-COUNCIL/COMMITTEE/STAFF MINI-RETREAT 

An all-council/committee/staff mini-retreat will take 

place Sunday, January 7, 12:45pm-2:15pm. Find out 

how you and your committee or council can adopt the 

goals set by the Congregational Council and work with 

other councils. Learn more about forming faith and 

living our faith in daily life. We will begin with the 

monthly potluck meal. 

 

DON’T FORGET…Bethlehem’s annual meeting will be 

Sunday, January 21, 9:50am. The annual meeting is a 

time to celebrate ministries of the past year and 

anticipate the ministries for 2018. You will be 

introduced to the goals for 

the coming year. You will 

hear a special report on 

the resources available for 

outreach ministries through 

our Endowment Fund. We 

need your participation for 

the coming year. 

mailto:heather@bethlehemcf.net


 QUILT ’N CRAFT  
Thursday, January 11, 7:00pm, at 

the home of Becky Anderson, 1716 

Timberledge Dr and Thursday, 

January 25, 7:00pm, at the home 

of Barb Davison, 1921 Continental 

Dr. Bring your own craft or learn a 

new one. All are welcome. 

JANUARY 

3-TBA,  10-TBA, 17-Chili Dogs,  

24-Pizza, 31-TBA 

Wednesday Night Meals return January 3, and                

we are in need of volunteers who would like                     

to help prepare, serve and/or cleanup one                      

meal during the months of January, February, April, 

or May. The schedule is flexible. If you are able                

to volunteer, contact Heather Schneider, 266-3541              

or heather@bethlehemcf.net. 

Sunday, January 7,  

following 11:00am           

wor sh ip .  Ov ens  

a v a i l a b l e  a t 

10:00am. Everyone is 

welcome! 
 

WEATHER ALERT Winter weather will 

be here soon.  As a reminder, if the 

Cedar Falls schools are closed or 

dismissed early on a Wednesday 

due to weather, all Wednesday 

night activities at the church will be 

cancelled. 

NORTHEAST IOWA FOOD 

BANK 

In November, 78 pounds of                       

non-perishable food items 

were collected and donated to the Northeast Iowa 

Food Bank. Thank you to everyone who donated to 

those in our community facing food insecurities.  

MANY THANKS to the  

N e w Al d a ya  S un d a y 

Chapel Volunteers! Extra 

appreciation goes to 

Mari lyn Bigelow for 

assisting residents to their 

dining areas, after Chapel, 

many Sundays throughout the years--not just during 

Bethlehem's assigned months! 

Also, kudos to June Belz and Jack Gregersen for 

helping every Sunday in November! 

The Sunday of November 12 brought lots of enthusiastic 

help from the Sunday School and Confirmation 

students and adults including: Kallista, Kaelyn, Jill, 

Dalton, Charlie, Rhea, Izzy, Madelyn, Emma, Isaak, 

Zoey, Nevaeh, Kade, Owyn, Jenna, Adam, Jerry, Mark, 

and Adam.  I hope I got everyone! - Marie Gregersen 

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY Service Participants are 

wanted Sunday, February 4. All Cub Scouts, Boy 

Scouts, and Adult Scout Leaders are encouraged to 

volunteer during services. We will need Door 

Greeters, Ushers, Lectors, Fellowship Hour Servers, 

and possible others. The Boy Scouts of America will 

also celebrate 108 years of service 

Monday, January 8, Scouting 

Anniversary Day. If you wish to 

volunteer on Boy Scout Sunday, 

contact Stephen Becker, 234-2374 

by January 14. Wear your                 

uniform and “Be Prepared” to                           

“Do a Good Turn Daily.” 

Please remember that 

print ready annual reports need to be in to Rachel in 

the office by December 15. Annual reports will be 

available to the congregation by January 14.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE STAFF We Wish you a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! It is a joy for us 

to serve a congregation dedicated to “Sharing the 

Bread of Life with a Hungry World”. The promise of 

Jesus’ birth fills all our hearts with grace and the fulness 

of God’s great love. We anticipate ministry in the 

coming year that continues our commitment to 

proclaiming Jesus Christ 

and serving our neighbor 

in His Name. Merry 

Christmas and a Happy 

New Year to all. 

DONATIONS FOR THE 2018 TAX YEAR must be given 

to the church no later than noon Dec. 31, or mailed             

to the church in an envelope 

postmarked no later than 

December 31. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1716+Timberledge+Dr,+Cedar+Falls,+IA+50613,+USA&ftid=0x87f000734a2510f3:0x3af182ae53933d10
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G A T H E R I N G 

FOR LOVE  

JANUARY 2018 
S t .  P a u l 

reminded the 

community of 

the Ephesians: 

“For by grace 

you have been 

saved through 

faith, and this is 

not your own 

doing; it is the 

gift of God.” This 

changes everything! Amen! 

As people of faith who believe that we are each made 

in God’s image, we are invited to see the fullness of 

who people are – their physical characteristics, their 

hurts, their joys, their struggles and anything that affects 

their quality of life. The recognition that people’s 

identities can overlap and that this can contribute to 

privilege or discrimination is the basis of the concept 

called intersectionality. This lens is important as we seek 

to understand each other and see each other through 

the lens of Imago Dei – image of God. 

Beginning Prayer:  

God of love who created us in your image, help us look 

beyond just one thing to really see each other, to see 

the deeper parts of who we are created to be and 

how our unique creation forms and shapes us in the 

world. Open our eyes to see. In your name, we pray. 

Amen. 

God’s Story – Scripture 

Isaiah 64:8  

How have we been made? What does a potter know 

about its creation? 

Psalm 139:14  

What does it mean to be fearfully and wonderfully 

made? Why do you think the Psalmist used those 

words?  

John 15:16  

What does it mean to be chosen by God? How do we 

bear fruit? What is that?  

Sending Prayer: 

Thank you, God, for helping us increase our awareness 

of the uniqueness of one another. Thank you for 

helping us see that we are multi-dimensional people, 

not just one thing. Thank you for raising our awareness 

and reminding us to do this at all times because you 

have made us wonderfully and beautifully. Amen. 

Excerpts from the ELCA 2018 Youth Gathering December Bible Study 

A++ CONGREGATION 

BLAST OFF FOR BOOKS The 2018 ELCA                       

Youth Gathering Houston Literacy Campaign  

“The Gathering has recognized the need to lift up 

literacy in Houston. Building a foundation of 

literacy starts before entering Kindergarten. 

Students who read at home become strong 

writers, critical thinkers, and more successful 

students than those who do not. Houston 

Independent School District estimates that 74% of 

the students in the district come from families who 

struggle to provide books for their children. This 

means that students begin each school year at a 

disadvantage.  

In joining the Gathering’s Blast Off for Books 

campaign, [our congregation] will help ensure 

bright futures for Houston’s students. The books 

donated will be distributed at the community 

book fairs, camps, schools, and other events 

around the city as part of the Gathering’s Service 

Learning experience. By putting books in the hand 

of Houston’s economically disadvantaged 

students, you can help change lives.”  From a 

Gathering resource. 

A list of books identified by the Houston 

Independent School District may be found on the 

Youth and Family Ministry bulletin board in the 

northeast corner of the Church Fellowship Hall or 

on the church website, www.bethlehemcf.org 

under the “ELCA Youth Gathering” tab. Books 

from the list may be 

dropped off in Robin’s 

o f f i c e .  M o n e t a r y 

donations are welcome 

as well. Please make 

checks payable to 

B e t h l e h e m  w i t h 

“Gathering Books” 

clearly marked in the 

memo line. ??? Contact 

R o b i n  S o u h r a d a , 

robin@bethlehemcf.net 

or 266-3541. 

A NEW LITURGY SETTING FOR 

ADVENT:         

During January, we will worship with 

Setting Two in the “cranberry” 

hymnal. The composer is Marty 

Haugen who is best known for 

“Holden Evening Prayer”. We will 

begin with “Hymn of Praise” the 

“Gospel Acclamation”, and “Lamb 

of God” during Holy Communion.  

http://www.bethlehemcf.org
mailto:robin@bethlehemcf.net


 





  JANUARY 2018 

BOOK BEAT… As we start the new year, we are looking at Epiphany and letting our light shine, along with 

books focusing on 365-day devotions. The board book Made By God is a single word 

naming book. Have your child find the star! For younger children Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 

Star will let the stars shine for them. Teens can enjoy Star Wars, which focuses on faith, 

hope, and the Force. Teens will also enjoy 365 Trivia Twist Devotions, an almanac of fun 

facts and spiritual truth. For adults there is The Power of Being Thankful, 365 devotions for 

discovering the strength of Gratitude. Also, Martin Luther’s Day by Day We Magnify You 

includes daily readings for the entire year. These books may be found in the library. Please 

take them home and enjoy them! 

We offer several opportunities for adults to 

engage the Bible and talk about God’s 

continuing work in our lives.  

Sunday Morning Bible Study takes place between 

morning worship services. Meet at 10:00am in the 

Church Library. We are studying the Gospel of 

John. ??? Contact Pastor Gary, 266-3541. 

Friends in Faith meets Sunday, January 21, 6:30pm 

with a new book: “Fierce: Women of the Bible and 

Their Stories of Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom,                

Sex, and Salvation," by Alice Connor. Bring a 

snack to share and a beverage. ??? Contact                    

Linda Hedding, 464-7279. 

Adult Bible Study will meet, Tuesday, January 23, 

7:00pm. We are using a study of Christian faith by 

Pastor Rob Bell. ??? Contact Pastor Gary,                    

266-3541. 

Men’s Bible Study Breakfast meets Saturday, 

January 27, 7:30am in the Church Fellowship Hall 

to study the gospel reading appointed for worship 

the next Sunday. Join us for bagels, orange                

juice, and coffee while we study. ???                                    

Contact Scott Davison, 486-6914. 

The Christmas Program was fantastic 

and it took a lot of people to bring it 

together. Thank you, Karen Dowell and 

Ruth Ullsted for coordinating. Ellen 

Hermanson for the costumes and 

decorations and the Sunday School 

teachers for working with students. 

Performers!  You were great! We 

appreciate all of you for being a part of 

this special tradition! 

SERVICE AS PART OF CHIRSTIAN EDUCAITON 

Education is part of faith formation. Christian education is 

about knowing Jesus. The more we know him, the more 

we trust Jesus. While our education is centered on 

scripture, we believe that service, one of the Four Keys of 

the Vibrant Faith Ministry Framework, helps us act as 

followers of Jesus. 

Jerry Ward and his students from grades five, six, and 

seven put service into practice. They have gone 

shopping on a Sunday morning to provide food for the 

Northeast Iowa Food Bank. In November, they always 

take a Sunday morning to bring residents of NewAldaya 

Lifescapes to worship, spend some time visiting with      

them, and then return the residents to their rooms or to a                

dining room. This is one of the 

moments in Sunday school that 

sticks with them forever. 

Education, applied to life 

through service, causes them to 

grow as faithful followers of Jesus.  



              DONATE NOW 

Use your smartphone to scan the  

QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org  

and click on “Give Online” 

underneath the Worship tab. 

DID YOU NOTICE? As you drive into the Church 

parking lot the next time, take notice of the updates 

to our bell tower. The whole bottom half was 

deteriorating. It was removed along with the slopes 

and replaced with new brick. Particularly, notice the 

cross on the west side. It is done in rustic stone. We 

also added tiling and a drain around the base of the 

tower to help remove the excess water that collects 

during periods of heavy rain and snow melt. Come 

spring after the dirt around it settles, we will add more 

dirt and seed or sod it. As our Church continues to 

age, it is necessary for our Congregational Home 

Council to update and repair the building and 

grounds for everything to function 

adequately. Through your 

generous giving, we can continue 

t o  m a k e  t h e s e  r e p a i r s                         

and improvements and help 

maintain a healthy Maintenance 

& Facility Fund. 

-  B u t c h  N a b e r ,  C h a i r , 

Congregational Home Council 

Young Adult & Campus Ministry  
Lutheran Student Center 

2616 College St., CF 

January Ministry Schedule 
 

Pints of Grace  

Tuesdays, 7:00pm  

Pepper’s, 620 East 18th, CF 

Pints of Grace is a ministry with young 

adults, over 18  years old, where 

fellowship and conversations of faith 

are enjoyed. Come relax, enjoy a soda or beer, and 

gather together as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Resumes Tuesday, January 9, 7:00pm. 
 

LSC Worship  

Wednesday, January 10, 17, 24 and 31, 8:30pm 
 
 

LSC Coffee House 

Enjoy free coffee, smoothies, cookies, music, and 

fellowship Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00pm at                    

the LSC. *The Coffee House will resume                    

Tuesday, January 9. 
 

??? Contact Jon Fry, UNI LSC Campus Minister, 

lscuni@uni.edu or www.lutheranstudentcenter.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

319-226-3541 

office@bethlehemcf.net 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 

Pastor Gary Hedding 

319-464-7278, pastorgary@bethlehemcf.net 
 

Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation  

robin@bethlehemcf.net 
 

Rachel Storm - Office Manager 

rachel@bethlehemcf.net 
 

Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator  

heather@bethlehemcf.net 
 

STAY CONNECTED 

www.bethlehemcf.org 

#blcsharing 

www.facebook.com/pages/Bethlehem-Lutheran-

Church-ELCA/45155212584266?ref=hl 

I WAS HUNGRY 

AND YOU FED ME 

Greetings, 

I would like to thank 

your organization for 

the wonderful care 

package that was given to me as I was/am put in 

the situation to have to ask for some handouts on the 

corner with a sign. I am 56 years old and lost my 

disability income. I don’t know if I will be able to hold 

down a job, but I am going to give it my best shot. I 

was asking for money because it’s the end of the 

month and I just found out. I live pay check to 

paycheck and the end of the month is generally 

difficult. 

I need to ask for help for gas to get to job interviews, 

helpful services, and the Food Bank. Your gift bag 

gave me things I needed and is very much 

appreciated. My favorite is the scripture from the kids 

written on the note cards. Please tell them I am 

saving them in a special place. Their handwriting is 

perfect and they made my heart jump with joy to 

see a child’s gift from the heart. 

Agape, 

Vicki 

P.S. The socks are really appreciated. The quarters 

helped me to get my white underclothes taken and 

cleaned. 
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Annual Meeting 
 Sunday, January 21 

9:50am  

 4:00pm, 7:00pm, and 11:00pm 

Christmas Eve  

Candle Light Service 


